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Abstracts and researcher biographies

Debilitating mobilities and carceral care in Brazil's military-humanitarian response
Dr Bronte Alexander Postdoctoral Research Fellow, Griffith University

Abstract: Situated in Brazil's northern borderlands, this research explores the military-humanitarian response to
Venezuelan migration. While typically disguised in humanitarian ideologies of care, morality, and protection, this
research investigates the underlying logics and implications of the military's involvement. By studying the carceral
spatio-temporal infrastructures and practices of military-humanitarianism, I argue that debilitating mobilities is a logic
used to control the everyday movements of migrants. In doing so, I highlight the tension between care and control in the
security-humanitarian nexus - one that frames migrants and refugees as both 'at risk' and 'risky'.

Biography: Bronte Alexander (she/her) draws on feminist political geography to specialise in responses to displacement.
This includes research into the practices of humanitarian aid, resettlement, and detention. She is particularly interested
in the spatialities and temporalities of migration governance, including the implications of militarism and policing on the
everyday lives of refugees, people seeking asylum, and migrants more broadly.

“Imprisoned in this Living Grave”: 3D Representations of Confinement in the Central Mediterranean
Alexander W. Anthony PhD Candidate, Syracuse University

Abstract: This paper introduces the preliminary results of the Central Mediterranean Penal Heritage Project, its mission
to archaeologically investigate the inhumanities of confinement through material evidence and digitally preserve the
heritage of penal sites in the region, often overlooked in historical archaeology, from the post-Medieval period through
the 20th century. The project employs digital photogrammetry and terrestrial LiDAR to create 3D representations of sites
of confinement for research, heritage preservation, and public outreach. Preliminary case studies at the Guva at Fort
Saint Angelo, Malta and the Spanish Prigione del Castello at Noto Antica, Sicily, known for their graffiti, demonstrate the
ways in which confined actors dealt with the long hours of their incarceration at these 16th - 17th century sites. Early
results from these sites will be presented alongside directions of future research.

Biography: Alexander W. Anthony is the director of the Central Mediterranean Penal Heritage Project and a PhD
candidate at Syracuse University. His primary research interest is the influences of prison reform movements and
ideology on the human and spatial/material dimensions and experiences of incarceration from the post-Medieval period
through the 20th century in Sicily, Southern Italy, and Malta. His interest in institutional sites stems from his previous
archaeological experience throughout the US and Europe including a 19th-century Kanza Native American reservation,
Spike Island Prison in Cork Harbor, Ireland, the Milwaukee County Poor Farm Cemetery, and multiple sites in the Central
Mediterranean. He is currently serving as the Early Career Representative for the Carceral Geographies Working Group.


