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CoŶceptualiziŶg ͞PrisoŶers͟ as forced migrants and effectiveness of social networks among 

͞PrisoŶers͟ 

Aziz Unusah – PhD Researcher, University of Leeds, UK 

Abstract: Forced migration is broad, complex, and controversial according to the UNHCR. However, the 

discourses, programs, and policies aimed at forced migrants largely focused on a few categories of people (e.g. 

‘efugees, IDP͛sͿ. CoŶseƋueŶtly, segŵeŶts of the populatioŶ that appeaƌ to ŵeet the Ŷoƌŵatiǀe uŶdeƌstaŶdiŶg of 
forced migration are not included in the discussion. Using Ghana as a case study, this presentation, which is part 

of a larger PhD research project focuses on only one main objective: assessing the transfer processes of prisoners 

in Ghana and how such processes relate to forced migration. More precisely, it focuses on state actors.    

Biography: Unusah Aziz is currently a PhD researcher in the School of Geography, University of Leeds. His 

research interests focus on discourses of power, labelling and controlling of migrants, most especially forced 

migrants. His current PhD research focuses on conceptualizing prisoners as forced migrants, and how practices 

such as control and movement of prisoners across borders infringe upon their rights. Before starting his PhD 

program, he worked as an administrative officer for MADE – West Africa, an EU funded project that was aimed at 

promoting free movement and the protection of the rights of migrants across the ECOWAS sub-region. 

Courtroom space and carceral geography 

Jack Head – MRes Researcher, Birkbeck, University of London, UK 

Abstract: This presentation examines the continued use of the dock in criminal trials through the lens of carceral 

geography. In doing so, it will highlight the need to focus academic attention on other parts of the courtroom, 

whose carceral nature is yet to be fully assessed. More broadly, this paper aims to show how space might be 

carved out within socio-legal studies foƌ caƌceƌal geogƌaphy, aŶd ǁhat these tǁo ͚discipliŶes͛ ŵight haǀe to offeƌ 
each other. 

Biography: Jack Head studied law at Queen Mary, University of London and is now studying for a research 

masters at Birkbeck. His curreŶt ƌeseaƌch coŶceƌŶs a gƌoup of iŶdiǀiduals kŶoǁŶ as ͚fƌeeŵeŶ oŶ the laŶd͛, ǁho 
adopt aŶ ͚alteƌŶatiǀe͛ uŶdeƌstaŶdiŶg of laǁ aŶd the legal systeŵ. It ǁill dƌaǁ upoŶ cƌitical legal appƌoaches aŶd 
anthropological perspectives to provide the first socio-legal study into this group. He also has an offer to study for 

a DPhil in Socio-Legal Studies at Oxford, where he will be researching the display of art in court buildings. 

“WIFT: “hiftiŶg seŶse of self aŶd relatioŶal power dyŶaŵics aŵoŶg Colorado’s iŶcarcerated wildland 

firefighters 

Ben Nevis Barron – PhD Researcher, University of Colorado, Boulder, US 

Abstract: This talk details my proposed dissertation research project, which will commence this autumn. My 

ƌeseaƌch ceŶteƌs oŶ Coloƌado͛s State WildlaŶd IŶŵate Fiƌe Teaŵ ;SWIFTͿ, a pƌogƌaŵ that tƌaiŶs aŶd deploys 
incarcerated men as wildland firefighters. Drawing on carceral geography, feminist geography, and more-than-

huŵaŶ geogƌaphy, I coŶsideƌ hoǁ paƌticipatioŶ iŶ SWIFT chaŶges aŶ iŶdiǀidual͛s seŶse of self – both articulated 

and embodied – and how this in turn shapes relational power dynamics within the prison, on the fire line, and 

after release. I highlight contributions this project stands to make to the carceral geography literature, particularly 

to debates over the carceral boundary.  

Biography: Ben is a PhD student in Geography at the University of Colorado-Boulder, USA, where he researches 

carceral, more-than-human, and feminist geographies. He holds an MPhil with distinction from Oxford University 

in Geography and the Environment, and a BA summa cum laude from Princeton University in Comparative 

Literature, with minors in Environmental Studies and Theater.  


